
           April 7, 2021 
Dear Bethany Members and Friends,      
 
Welcome to the April Newsletter!  I know it looks a bit different, but it will just be for this month as I was 
caught up in all things Easter.  You will still find at the bottom of this newsletter the list of April birthdays and 
anniversaries.  Happy birthday or anniversary to all who celebrate this month! 
 
First off, a big thank you to everyone who helped make the Easter service a festive reality in the midst of this 
on-going pandemic.  The council prepared protocols to keep everyone safe, yet maintain a sense of holiday 
spirit.  Our ushers (thank you John & Barb Tornes, Jody Anderson & Lucy Kaczor) were gracious and helpful in 
finding people the perfect place to sit.  The bell choir and choir practiced and practiced to remember how to 
ring and sing in a short amount of time.  And we all adjusted as necessary so that we could gather to focus on 
the main event – Christ has risen! 
 
As I mentioned in my Easter message, I hope you continue to keep praying (can be without words, of course) 
as we transition into the Easter season.  This is a time of transformation, spring cleaning, making plans for 
summer, starting projects, and connecting to the outdoors in a very meaningful way.  Bringing the awareness 
of God’s presence and guidance into all these moments will only make them deeper and more connected to 
THE bigger picture.   
 
So, what will be the new things for Bethany?  Well, I just read in the news that all adults will be eligible for the 
COVID vaccine on April 19th.  That is encouraging to hear and will hopefully allow us to get back to fellowship 
events for this summer.  Council will continue to adjust and loosen protocols as allowed and advisable.   
 
I look forward to the confirmation of Torii Antilla, Josie Drotts and Sabryn Wahlstrom on Sunday, May 16th.  In 
addition to having attended Wednesday Night Live for years and going to various synod youth events, they will 
have two confirmation crash courses with me this month.  They are all super bright and thoughtful young 
ladies and I look forward to our conversation.  
 
For this summer, we will plan on having 1-2 outdoor services (hopefully with a fellowship event!).  Stay tuned.  
Also, I understand that Deer River’s Forward Health Foundation will be hosting a fundraising picnic on August 
14th filled with all sorts of outdoor fun.  I understand there is talk of a softball tourney and I would love to form 
a Bethany team.  Keep in mind when I played softball, I was mostly assigned right field and catcher.  I’m great 
at encouraging others though! 
 
As we move into the newness of spring and the Easter season may you be aware of God’s presence with you 
and the peace it brings, 
 
Pastor Lisa 
 
Yoga & Meditation at Bethany Begins in May 
All are welcome to join in for summer yoga at Bethany (possibly moving to Eagle Nest Lodge beach as it gets 
warmer!) instructed by Lisa Buchanan (TT-200) beginning on Wednesday, May 5th at 9am.  This will be a gentle 
flow class, sprinkled with some “challenge by choice” and breathwork that concludes with a seated (in a chair) 
meditation practice of 5-10 minutes.  Please dress in comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat.  Community 
and those who have never practiced yoga are very welcome.  No fee. 
 



Welcome Blake Timothy Swanson! 
Blake Timothy Swanson, son of Kayla & Jace Swanson was baptized into the body of Christ after the Good 
Friday service (due to COVID precautions).  Blake was born on June 17, 2020 at the Grand Itasca Clinic & 
Hospital in Grand Rapids.  His sponsors are Maggie Swanson and Ethan Endreson.  Two pictures from the 
baptism are attached to this email. 
 

 
 
New Bookshelves in Nursery 
Thank you to Marty Christensen for constructing and installing new bookshelves in the nursery to help 
organize the room and make the books look more appealing to kids and parents alike.  Be sure to check them 
out! 
 
Quilter Request 
Quilters are asking for donations of new or nice used flat sheets for mission quilts. (Twin size or bigger) 
 
“No Show” Gala to Help Victims of Domestic Abuse 
Advocates for Family Peace is hosting their 2nd annual No Show Gala!  Donate, share, and make an impact 
during the spring of 2021.  Every dollar raised helps victims and survivors of domestic abuse.  More 
information here: https://stopdomesticabuse.org/donate-home/ 
 
Help Wanted—Eagle Nest Lodge 
Eagle Nest Lodge Resort is hiring summer staff.  Positions available include: dock help, store and rec activity 
help, and housekeeping.  Please call the resort for information at 218-246-8701. 
 

Summer Staff Needed at VLM! 
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry is excited to welcome campers back to Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion this 
summer…but we still need staff to make this a great summer! VLM is hiring for a variety of positions, from 
cabin counselor to leadership staff, from health care to kitchen assistants, canoe guides to lifeguards. Weekly 
salaries start at $330/week, plus room and board for the entire summer! We also have hourly, non-residential 
options for High School students ages 16 and over. Get more details at https://www.vlmcamps.org/summer-
employment. Our Program Directors would love to talk with you to answer your questions and share how God 
can use you at camp this summer! 
 
Paddle Building Retreat at Camp Vermilion 
Build your own paddle in one weekend at Camp Vermilion from April 16-18, 2021. The weekend includes 4-5 
sessions and the materials to craft your paddle, 4 meals in the Dining Hall, and a room in Voyageurs Lodge. 
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The cost is $250 for one participant to build one paddle. Additional participants working on the same paddle 
can join for $50 each. Bring your kids, your friends, or your whole family and make some memories.  The 
retreat starts at 6pm on Friday and runs through noon on Sunday.  
Space is limited to 6 paddles and up to 10 people. www.VLMcamps.org/paddle-building 
 
Work Days 
Camp Hiawatha - May 1, 2021 
Camp Vermilion - May 15, 2021 
Join other camp supporters for a day of fun and fellowship while we get camps ready for the summer. 
Registration begins at 8:00, and the day includes morning snacks and lunch, as well as the satisfaction of a job 
well done!  
Visit www.VLMcamps.org/work-days for more information and for site specific projects. 
Individuals, families, and youth groups are welcome to join us the Friday night before Work Day. We will 
gather for a light supper at 6:30 followed by campfire. Housing is limited, so be sure to contact us if you are 
interested in this option. 
 
Mother's Day Brunch at Camp Vermilion 
Enjoy a wonderful northwoods brunch experience on Mother’s Day, May 9, 2021 from 10am-1pm.  The menu 
will include a variety of fresh baked goods, breakfast meats, egg dishes, fresh fruit, and beverages. (Special 
dietary options are available with advanced notice.) Table reservations are required. Cost: $15 per adult, $7 
for youth ages 4-11 (under 4 are free). Reserve your table here: www.VLMcamps.org/mothers-day 
 

Itasca County Habitat for Humanity Seeks AmeriCorps Construction Volunteer Facilitator 
Itasca County Habitat for Humanity is seeking candidates for an AmeriCorps Construction Volunteer 
Facilitator. The AmeriCorps member will aid Itasca Habitat as the nonprofit works on two new home builds 
over the summer. The Construction Volunteer Facilitator will work 20-25 hour a week, with most work taking 
place Monday through Friday. The work schedule may include an occasional Saturday. Daytime hours will 
typically be 7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. with a lunch. The starting date for the role is June 1, 2021 and it will run 
through August 28th, 2021. 
 
The Construction Volunteer Facilitator position is open to anyone 18 years and older who would like to gain 
experience in the construction world. Compensation includes a monthly stipend, phone allowance, and 
educational award to be used toward tuition. The Construction Volunteer Facilitator will work alongside 
Habitat’s construction manager to help lead volunteers while building homes for local families in need. 
 
This position is not limited to younger adults – individuals of all ages are encouraged to apply, including retired 
adults.  Educational award monies may be used toward family members as well.  
For a full position description and requirements, please visit itascahabitat.org. Interested applicants should 
send their resume to Itasca Habitat’s executive director, Jamie Mjolsness, at jmjolsness@itascahabitat.org. For 
questions call the Habitat office at 218.999.9001. Deadline to apply is April 30, 2021. 
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Happy April Birthdays: 
  2 - Tom Lattimore 
  4 - Gunnar Hebrink 
  5 - Cherry Christie  
  7 - Nikki Osse 
       Harper Nelson  
  9 - Bruce Hemphill 
       Aspen Vogl 
10 - Donna Sunell 
11 - Kathryn Anderson 
        Rollie Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 - Gunnar Hebrink 
14 - Dale Grife 
15 - Dale Wick  
22 - Chris Olson 
23 - Logan Schumacher  
28 - Jace Swanson  
29 - Doug Kutschat  
30 - Michelle Anderson 
        Gregory Shaw 
        Beth Thompson 

 
Happy April Anniversary: 
17 - Jeff & Diane Loudon 
23 - Aubrey & Adam DeYoung  
25 - Bryan & Sue Harris 


