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Dear Bethany Members and Friends, 

 

Our synod’s bishop, Tom Aitken, continues to 

quote Jesus’ words, “be as wise as serpents and as 

harmless as doves” (Matt. 10:16) when it comes to 

moving forward with in-person worship at our 

church locations.  Of course, we are always still 

the Church under Christ wherever we are.  But, 

believe me, I completely understand how much 

more enjoyable and meaningful it is to worship in 

person.  That day will come again. 

 

I’ve kept the “Alleluia” in the chest on the altar 

still because even though it was liturgically correct 

to release it after Easter, I think it will be much 

more meaningful to lift up our Alleluias when we 

can sing together again in our sanctuary as the 

gathered community. 

 

So, what is the latest with a return to worship?  

Council meets June 1st to discuss a phased-in plan 

for worship.  Governor Walz has indicated that 

houses of worship must have a written plan posted 

and mailed to members for how to keep people 

safe when gathered in person.  Should we gather in 

person at all this summer, it would be outside 

maintaining a 6ft social distance.  Keep in mind 

that this service would not look like other “outdoor 

services” from previous years as singing is one of 

the quickest ways to spread COVID-19 with the 

rate of droplet expulsion, so there would be no 

singing.  There would be many other changes too, 

yet, I don’t need to tell you that there is also power 

in just being together physically.  We would still 

be able to pray together, listen to music, read  

 

 

Scripture, hear a message and appreciate God’s 

beautiful creation.   

 

Even virtually, I have appreciated hearing how 

people continue to live out their call to follow 

Christ by setting up a regular devotional time, 

checking up on neighbors, sewing masks, lending a 

hand with yard work, giving financially to those in 

need, and doing self-betterment projects.  One of 

the things that our country may need the most right 

now are folks who have level, discerning heads to 

navigate this unusual time instead of being 

polarized into political factions in our country over 

who wears masks and who doesn’t or who should 

be back to work and who should stay home.  

Judging others rarely leads to good things.   

 

Remember that Christ calls us to be as wise as 

serpents and as harmless as doves.  We do not need 

to fall into ideological camps to feel supported 

since we are forever held in God’s care.  When 

Jesus was asked “what neighbor should I be 

loving?”, Jesus told the parable of The Good 

Samaritan as a response.  God works through all 

sorts of people to heal, care and encourage, even 

and especially you.  Instead of worrying about 

what we can’t do, perhaps we can reframe this 

unusual time but listening to all of the ways God is 

calling us to live now and to love whomever turns 

up on our road just as the Samaritan did. 

 

Peace to you, 

Pastor Lisa   

 

 

 

 

 



Council Program Assessment 
Bethany’s Church Council took time at the May 6th 

council meeting to assess what has been working at 

Bethany and what hasn’t been as successful.  We 

considered “what’s working” as those things that 

have regular participation, that have been 

meaningful, worth-while and that give energy.  

The “growing edges” are those areas that feel 

heavy, anxious, boring or seem to take energy.  

Again, these results were subjective to council’s 

experience.  The purpose was to consider if 

Bethany is attuned to it’s mission (Through Christ 

we courageously love) and where Bethany can 

focus more intently in the future, especially when 

able to gather in-person again. 

 

Working: 

Being a welcoming congregation 

Sunday worship 

Opening building to the community needs 

Fellowship and special events (a congregation that 

likes to “be” together) 

Wednesday Night Live 

People stepping up to get things done as needed – 

no need for many committees 

Committed choir and love of music 

Leadership 

Well-maintained building and grounds 

Conflict resolved responsibly/emotionally mature 

congregation 

Sunday volunteer schedule 

 

Growing Edges: 

Wondering why some members left and not having 

closure, but trying to respect privacy 

Lenten service/Holy Week attendance 

Programming for young children, youth 

Variety of ages in worship 

Small groups (studies, faith development, mission 

projects) 

 

Refraining from in-person gathering has given 

everyone an opportunity to see what we miss and 

what we can do without.  There are many ways to 

love God and neighbor and worship God in truth.  

Some churches, particularly small ones, feel the 

need to do EVERYTHING and can end up burning 

out.  Each church has a context and a particular 

way to live out its mission.  Bethany’s focus on 

courageous love through Christ can certainly be 

lived out through church-related programming, but 

it can also be lived out in homes, workplaces, 

grocery stores and beside the lake.   

 

As you continue to assess what is most important 

to you about the role of the church, please let a 

council person know or email Pastor Lisa your 

thoughts at bethany@paulbunyan.net.   

 

 Gracious God, pour out your Spirit on all fathers. 

Grant them keen insight into their children’s needs. 

Help them to be faithful examples of truth and 

love. 

Strengthen their resolve to be men of commitment, 

faith and compassion. 

In times of sorrow and disappointment let them 

know that you are by their side. 

In times of doubt and confusion show them the 

way. 

In times of happiness and joy let them see your 

face in all that is good and right and true. 

In all times sustain them with the knowledge that 

they are your beloved children. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

    -From sundaysandseasons.com 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Thank you to everyone who has provided 

financially for the church over these last few 

months – remembering to mail in your offering or 

to set up online payments.  Let us pray for these 

gifts to the glory of God: 

 

God of goodness and growth, 

all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as 

firm as the heavens. 

Out of our ordinary gifts, you make of them an 

abundance, just as you do with our lives. 

May these gifts also bless and strengthen your 

world through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Tentative Outdoor Service Planned for July 5th 

Council met on Monday, June 1st and decided to 

keep worship virtual for the month of June and into 

July, trying a tentative outdoor worship service on 

July 5th.  President Phil Thompson will provide 

more information and council’s reasoning during 

virtual worship this Sunday in the 

“announcements” section.  Council will meet on 

June 15th to craft written procedures for 

congregational safety for the outdoor service and 

mail/email/post these procedures at the end of 

June. 

mailto:bethany@paulbunyan.net


 

Mask Making Continues!  

An update from Robbie: On May 8th, “a box filled 

with 10.5 pounds of facemasks was mailed to 

Lutheran World Relief, fulfilling Pat Tarbell's 

pledge of 200 masks and Robbie's pledge of 100 

masks. Will be fun to see where these masks go!” 

  
 

Stomp On Stigma 

Thank you to Stomp on Stigma 5K participants: 

Cindy Shevich, Phil & Beth Thompson and Lisa 

Buchanan. 

 

 
 

 

 

Congregational Council Minutes 

Meeting date:  May 6, 2020 

Present:  Pastor Lisa, Sheila Rae Maki, Phil 

Thompson and Jane Sundin.  Rich Anderson - absent 

The council meeting opened with devotion and 

prayer by Pastor Lisa.  April minutes were not 

available.   

Old business:  

a. Financial / offerings / mortgage funds 

b. Church usage 

c. Communication / phone / emails / 

Zoom / newsletter  

Correspondence: N/A 

New Business: 

a. Last mortgage payment was made by 

Jen at Big Fork Bank in April 

b. Paycheck Protection Program, 

$14,300 has been received.  

Processed by Woodland Bank. 

c. Church service at Bethany will follow 

ELCA and Synod guidelines during 

COVID – 19.  Will be discussed 

again during June Council Meeting. 

Service will remain virtual at this 

time. 

d. 5k Stomp on Stigma will be 

individual teams practicing social 

distancing. Pictures of team are 

encouraged. 

e. Maintenance update. Phil is checking 

with Nason Construction on roof 

repair.  Phil will call Steve to cancel 

parking lot repair, due to less traffic 

the parking lot is fine for now. 

f. What’s working (Bethany Church 

family is warm/welcoming and 

members work very well together).  

What’s not working (how do we 

encourage more youth involvement, 

follow-up with members who are no 

longer attending). 

Financial Statement: not available at the time of the 

meeting, Phil will follow-up with Jen. 

Meeting was closed with the Lords Prayer. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 1 at 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 



 

                         

 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
Baby shower for Jenna Lyytinen on Sunday, June 14th at 
Bethany Lutheran Church.  Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic a limited amount of people will be allowed at 
the actual shower.  If you would still like to shower Jenna 
with cards and gifts, please feel free to drop them off at an 
outside drop off on June 14th at 2 pm!  If you have any 
questions, please contact Sheila Rae Maki @  
218-355-8307.

 

June Birthday Wishes! 

 
  

  1 - Chad Schumacher 

  6 - Mike Norris 

12-  Lloyd Westermann 

14-  Noah Kaczor 

16 – Scarlett & Alexander Buchanan 

17 - Ron Olesen 

       Barb Tornes 

       John Tornes 

18 - Arline Howe 

19 - Wanda Parks 

20 - Ann Hedquist 

21 - John Smith 

22 - Vicki Taylor 

23 - Tiffany Jerry 

29 - Ella Amy 

               Theodore Jerry  
 

 
 
 

Anniversary Wishes 
 

  1 – Bill & Daisy Mundt 

  7 – Phil & Beth Thompson 

13 – Chris & Stacy Olson 

15 – Roy & Sandy Maki 

17 – Tom & RaeAnne Lattimore 

18 – Travis & Amanda Jones 

21 -  Chad & Margie Schumacher 

27 -  Kristi & Blake Herme 

28 – Don & Robbie Osse 

29 – Emily & Phil Hermel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

_______________________________ 
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