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Dear Bethany Members and Friends, 
 

Lent.  Here we are again.   

 

I get the distinct impression from talking to many 

of you that Lent is not your favorite time of the 

church year - whether it’s because of the minor key 

hymns or the language of sin or if there’s a parallel 

with people being tired of winter?  I will fully 

confess that Lent is not my favorite time of the 

church year either.  Lent is very counter-cultural 

and it makes us uncomfortable to practice being 

uncomfortable (fasting, spiritual disciplines, extra 

services, repenting of sin).  And yet, there are 

centuries and centuries of wisdom that say Lent is 

good for our soul.  It is good for our soul to step 

off the happiness ladder for awhile and really feel 

the feels of pain and brokenness.  We’re not 

masochists for doing this…it’s just the reality of 

life.  Life is hard and many things hurt us – body, 

mind and spirit.  Instead of ignoring these hurts 

and disappointments with ourselves and others, we 

bring them to Jesus.  Jesus then shows us a way, 

The Way, of how to walk through life into the 

kingdom life.  For some reason, it usually involves 

a cross of sorts – a dying, a stop, an end.   

 

Then, and only then, can a new way be forged.  

This is the resurrected life.  We believe that God 

redeems and renews continually God’s creation, 

just as spring follows winter – it’s just what God 

does.  Our job is to trust.  We bring our whole lives 

to the cross of Christ and trust that God has  

 

redemption for us, for our families, for our 

communities, for our world. 

 

This is a lot of theory.  That’s sort of my bag as 

I’m wired as an Intuitive on the Myers-Briggs 

personality test.  For those of you who are Sensing 

and need to receive information more so through 

your five senses, our worship services during Lent 

and Holy Week attempt to convey meaning 

through hymns that sound mournful in order to get 

in touch with those things we mourn in life.  We 

feel ashes from the death of plants wiped on our 

foreheads on Ash Wednesday to remember our 

death, our impermanence.  We see the purple 

paraments on the altar as purple is the color of 

penitence in the church.  On Palm Sunday we will 

wave palm branches in the hopes that Jesus is 

King.  We will feel excitement and then the dark 

disappointment of Good Friday with black 

paraments, wailing hymns and the practice of 

entering and leaving the sanctuary in silence.   

 

And then there’s Easter.  This is a Sensing dream 

(unless you have allergies!) because of the 

beautiful flowers representing new life.  The 

paraments turn white – the church’s color for 

victory!  The cross did not defeat Jesus!  There is 

pomp, the “Alleluia” breaks out of it’s encased 

chest (you see the connection there, right?), and we 

sing and we celebrate. The celebration is all the 

sweeter and deeper for having walked through the 

valley of the shadow of death.  We recognize that 

while there are dark times, Christ always leads us 

toward the light of redemption. 

 

Blessings on the journey, 

Pastor Lisa 

 

 



Pianist for Sunday mornings 
 

Our dedicated Sunday morning volunteer pianists, 

Chris Vinson and Jeannine Jensen, need a break.  

We are looking for someone or someones to play 

piano for our Sunday morning worship services.  It 

is increasingly difficult to find piano players in the 

area, so we would love your help in talking to 

some of your contacts to see if someone would be 

able to help out.  Payment for their time can 

certainly be negotiated.  Please contact Pastor Lisa 

at 246-8398 or bethany@paulbunyan.net if you 

have a lead.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Wednesdays Lunch & 
Pray Schedule 
Soup begins at noon; service begins at 12:30pm 

Mar. 4 – United Methodist, 27 1st Ave NE, DR  

Mar. 11 – St. Mary’s, 15 1st Ave NE, DR 

Mar. 18 – Bethany Lutheran, DR 

Mar. 25 – St. Joseph’s, 51061 Wolf Dr, Ball Club 

Apr. 1  – Clara Lutheran, 41447 Little Clara, DR 
 

Theme: “Cross of Christ, Tree of Life” 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates & Events at 
Bethany 
 

Sun, Mar 1 - Palm Sunday, New Member Sunday 

Fri-Sat, Mar 13-14 – Council Retreat, Eagle Nest 

Sun, Apr 5 – Palm Sunday, Choir, Nelson Baptism 

Thurs, Apr 9 – Seder Meal with Rabbi, 5:30pm 

Fri, Apr 10 – Good Friday Service, 7pm 

Sun, Apr 12 – Easter Service, 9:30am 

 

Israel Presentation by Pastor Lisa 
Have you been interested in what the Holy Lands 

look like now and how ancient religious traditions 

continue to inspire believers through a place?  

Pastor Lisa was able to visit Israel in January and 

would like to share some of what she learned.  The 

travel company she went with had a professional 

photographer along for the ride and he created a 

lovely DVD that really captures those special 

places in Jesus’ ministry like the Sea of Galilee, 

Nazareth, Bethlehem and Jerusalem.  Some classic 

Palestinian foods will also be provided to get a 

taste for the area.  Program begins at 5:30pm on 

Friday, March 6th.  All are welcome. 
 

Church Council Retreat 
This year’s council retreat will be held at Eagle 

Nest Lodge Resort March 13-14 and will include 

council members: President Phil Thompson, Vice 

President Jane Sundin, Secretary Rich Anderson, 

Sheila Rae Maki and Pastor Lisa.  Council 

members will arrive having read Thomas Keating’s 

spiritual classic The Human Condition in order to 

consider how to be spiritual leaders in a 

congregation while being aware of how very 

human we all are – prone to mistakes, anger, etc.  

Keating calls people to a life of contemplation or 

taking time to become aware of God’s presence 

with us.  The council will also have a regular 

meeting, consider how Bethany is living into it’s 

mission plan and have time for group building.  If 

there is something you would like the council to 

discuss at this retreat, please talk to one of the 

council members listed above 

Dinner with the Rabbi on 
Maunday Thursday 
Mark your calendars now for this unique and 

meaningful opportunity on Thursday, April 9th at 

5:30pm to have a traditional Jewish Seder 

(Passover) meal with Rabbi Ron Grossman.  This 

is the meal Jesus was celebrating for his “last 

supper” before his arrest as recorded in the Bible.  

Understanding what goes on in this meal will 

enlighten so much of what Jesus says about his 

blood being a “new covenant” or why Jesus is 

referred to a lamb.  As the date gets closer, we will 

have a sign-up sheet for items that you can bring to 

share in this meal in order to keep costs down.  

Wine will be served for the “cup of blessings” as is 

the tradition, but sparkling juice will also be on 

hand for minors and those with sulfite/wine 

sensitivities. 
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New Sound System 
What a difference the new sound system makes!  A 

big thanks to NLFX Professional out of Bemidji 

for giving Bethany a steal of a deal at $10, 277 

with new equipment, wiring, wireless capabilities 

and an upcoming training session so that we can 

maintain this level of quality.  Date of training 

session TBA (let’s admit it: once some snowbirds 

fly back home…Phil). 

 

 

 

 

Mortgage Repayment Team 
Lloyd Westermann, Shirley Nixon and Phil 

Thompson have heeded the call to consider how to 

repay our decreasing mortgage in a timely fashion.  

Their focus right now is prayerfully wondering 

what type of ministry Bethany is about since the 

congregation will have around $1,000 extra every 

month once the mortgage is paid off.  Where 

should that money go?  If you have some ideas, 

please see one of these individuals to share your 

thoughts or email Phil at 

philbeth@paulbunyan.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Please send your Bethany news to: 

Jenna Lyytinen  

maki.lyyt@gmail.com or 218-410-1957 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

An event unlike any other in our 

community!  Join us for our 7th 

Annual Gala & Fundraiser  

April 18, 2020! 
… 

About the Event 
Each year, we come together to raise funds 
and celebrate the work of the Foundation.   

Enjoy a free sparkling juice or glass of 
wine with appetizers and browse our live and 

silent auction items. 

Our plated dinner by Blackwoods 
Catering begins at 7:00 p.m. featuring your 
choice of either French Cut Chicken or Chef 
Carved Prime Rib served with Au Jus and 

Horseradish.   

Enjoy the competition and fun of our live 
auction get a chance to bid on fantastic items 

for a great cause!  Our evening concludes with 
live music and dancing from local band Twist 

of Fate.   

Tickets can be purchased at Daylily Gifts or at 
drhcf.org/gala 

We hope you’ll join us! 

 
 
 

 

mailto:philbeth@paulbunyan.net
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Sunday Service Schedule  
Date  Greeters/ Ushers

  
Reader  Fellowship Communion 

3/01/20 Beth Anderson Beth Anderson Diane Nelson 
Cindy & Darin Shevich 

Beth Anderson 
 

3/08/20 Jeff & Amy Carter Jeff Carter Dianne Sundquist 
Jean Mattila 

 

3/15/20 Kyle & Jenna Lyytinen Jenna 
Lyytinen 

Jody Anderson 
Diane Cook 

Diane Cook 

3/22/20 Ron & Shirley Olesen Ann Hedquist Chris Vinson 
Liz & Chuck Elton 

 

3/29/20 Craig & Lael Storlie Barb Tornes Ron Drake 
Barb & John Tornes 

Barb Tornes 

4/05/20 Dianne Sundquist Andy Shaw Beth & Phil Thompson 
Paula & Andy Shaw 

Greg Shaw 

   Volunteers appreciated! If you would like to take a turn serving coffee for fellowship, greeting, 

ushering, reading or assisting with communion, please let Jean Mattila know so you can be added to the list 
 

March Birthday Wishes! 
 

  1 - Tim Maki  

  9 - Tanya Hebrink  

13 - Arlen Bieganski   

15 - Casey Jensen   

19 - Jacob Osse  

20 - Jane Sundin  

24 - Colten Amy  

28 - Jackson Carter  

                Kristi Herme  

29 –Dale Haiby 

31 –Sandy Hahn 

 
 

 
 

ANNIVERSARY WISHES 
 

7 -  Nikki & Jordan Osse 16 – Duane & Dianne Sundquist  

 

 

 

 

 

 



______________________________ 
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Box 218 
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