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Dear Bethany members and friends, 

 

From a member in response to the Christmas Eve 

Under the Stars service: 

“The Christmas Eve service was wonderful! Thank 

you & the others for the readings, music, 

decorations & warm fire. It was also a beautiful 

clear sky with the moon shining on all of us. It 

was a bright spot in this different Christmas!” 

 

The service was also featured on the cover of the 

Grand Rapids Herald-Review for the Dec. 27th 

paper! I am so grateful that people were open to 

trying something new this year, especially 

since I am sure your penchant for newness is 

getting a little worn. It was a cold, but beautiful 

evening and forced us to consider what is essential 

for Christmas. The nativity story inspires us 

anywhere, and singing the Christmas hymns can 

transport us to the many years of singing with 

 

 

those we love. It would be easy to get caught up in 

the nostalgia of Christmas, so I appreciate 

that we also supported the ELCA Good Gifts 

program in providing for those in need. This was a 

concrete way we could show the saving love of 

Christ. 

 

On a personal note, thank you to those who shared 

some lovely Christmas gifts and cookies 

with me and my family. We feel so grateful to be 

connected with the Bethany community in all 

of your creativity and thoughtfulness. I was 

expecting a rather dire, stark Christmas overall and 

it was amazing how so much light and love was 

shown and shared. The true meaning of 

Christmas! 

 

Now, onto 2021. 

 

Without knowing exactly what to expect, I believe 

we should be able to continue with our in- 

person Sunday worship and Zoom option. We are 

lucky, in fact, to have a smaller congregation 

to allow for lower in-person numbers. This option 

to be together in person or virtually will 

hopefully be an asset to strengthen us through the 

winter, remembering that we are not alone, 

but connected to the Bethany community. 

 

Please continue the wonderful acts of service and 

love that I have been hearing about: calling 



up each other, dropping off gifts, shoveling 

sidewalks, making items for someone, having a 

safe outdoor get together, and sending cards. 

 

It seems like this year has really been a time of 

reflection in considering we are truly about and 

what matters to us. (Side note: if you have Disney+ 

check out the new movie “Soul” if you want 

to see how deep a Pixar film can be – wow!). So 

many people want to help others out and want 

to serve, yet it seems like it’s been a year about 

finding resources within ourselves and our 

immediate family/friend circle. This is deep 

spiritual work, when we stop looking for God “out 

there” and being to awaken to God in the joy and 

sadness of our everyday. We are transformed to 

see the depth and connectedness in life and really 

be able to serve and love others even better.  

Prayers for God’s Spirit to be with you powerfully 

that you may know God as your constant 

companion through every loneliness, upset and 

delight. 

 

May we be open to all that God has for us, our 

church and our community for 2021 and that 

through Christ, we may courageously love, 

 

Pastor Lisa 

 

 

 

 

Sympathy to Wong Family 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Opal 

Wong.  She died on Saturday, December 19th at 

6:08pm at her home, as were her wishes.  Opal had 

increasing amounts of pain over the last several 

months and needed to enter hospice care to manage 

her pain towards the end.  A memorial service will 

be held at a later dates, as per the wishes of her 

family.  Please keep the Wong family in your 

prayers. 
 
 
Anna Rose Hebrink Baptism  
On Saturday, December 5, 2020, Anna Rose 

Hebrink, daughter of Jason and Dr. Tanya Hebrink 

was baptized in a small family service at Bethany.  

Anna was born on June 23, 2020 at home in Deer 

River. She is the little sister of Gunnar and William 

and the granddaughter of Wayne Linn and Sharon 

Yost, Karen and Mike King, Randy and Cindy 

Hebrink.  Godmothers are Sherry Nelson and Stacy 

Linn. 
 
 
 
 

Olesens Celebrate 65 years! 
Congratulations to Ron and Shirley Olesen 

who celebrated 65 years of marriage on 

December 26th.  They have been healthy 

staying home and working on their own 

projects, watching the wildlife and enjoying 

the food they grow every summer.  We 

certainly miss seeing this faithful couple in 

church and wish them a very Happy 

Anniversary! 

 

Paul Bible Study to Begin Jan. 20 
Pastors Ben, Lisa & Vicki are once again teaming 

up to bring you a Zoom Bible Study for Bethany 

Lutheran and Zion Lutheran on Wednesday 

evenings at 7pm beginning Jan. 20th. We will 

focus on the Apostle Paul and his letters in the 

New Testament using a helpful book, The First 

Paul: Reclaiming the Radical Visionary Behind the 

Church’s Conservative Icon by Marcus Borg and 

John Dominic Crossan.  Pastor Lisa has a few 

books still in her office, otherwise please feel free 

to order yours online.  Please let Lisa know if you 

would like to join this study so that your email can 

be added to Zoom invite list. 

 

Staff Changes at NE MN Synod Office 
These important synod staff positions have been 

named and approved by the Northeastern 

Minnesota Synod Council at the December 5, 2020 

meeting. Titles given to the positions reflect the 

areas of support given to our congregations and 

leaders across this synod. 

 

Synod Minister for Leadership Support: 

Deacon Brenda Tibbetts  

Responsible for all areas of call process 

coordination and rostering, support to rostered 

ministers of the synod, and implementation of on-

going training for rostered ministers. 

 

Synod Minister for Operations and 

Congregational Care: Rev. Rollie Bockbrader 

Responsible for all areas of office operations and 

the first line of response to congregational 

inquiries regarding administration. 



 

Synod Minister for Discipleship and Christian 

Community: Catherine Anderson –  

Responsible for the engagement and integration of 

faith formation and leadership development into 

the culture of the synod and its mission, giving 

particular emphasis on young people, while 

incorporating congregational embodiment of 

Christian Community. 

 

(Part-time Contracted) Synod Minister for 

Candidacy Management: Rev. Elizabeth Davis 

Responsible for the administration and full 

operation of Candidacy within the synod. 

 

 

 

 

Q & A with Naomi Staruch  
from Lutheran Partners in Ministry 

(schoolchildren in India) 
Questions posed by Andy Shaw 

 

I would like to know some details.  Where is the 

school located?  Please see individual student bios 

on the updated bulletin board in the church 

narthex, or this information can be emailed to you 

upon request. 

 

How many pupils and ages? Each boarding home 

and corresponding school is a unique size but they 

are generally between 100 – 500; Ages are from 5 

to 18 

 

What is the curriculum? Just what you might 

expect at most any school – math, science, reading, 

language, physical activities, life skills, art and 

music 

 

What services are provided to students in 

addition to schooling? There is hygiene and 

medical & dental care, tutoring, they learn to keep 

the campus clean, they are evaluated for mental 

health, too. 

 

Demographics for the student population (here 

it would be gender, racial and economic 

makeup, unsure what classifications might be in 

India)? We are connected to two boarding homes 

that are just for girls (Siloam and 

Melpattambakkam). The Kalrayan Hills is a co-

education cooperative because it is quite remote. 

For the most part these students come from 

families that are called Dalits – untouchables. 

Really, the lowest of the low. Some families are 

able to make a small contribution to the school. 

Most rely on the generosity of sponsors. This is an 

outreach program of the Arcot Lutheran Church 

and was first created more than 100 years ago in 

cooperation with missionaries from Denmark. The 

teachers are paid for by the government and they 

get some subsidies, but there are always expenses 

that need to be paid. 

 

What is the benefit for students attending? The 

benefit for living in the boarding home situation is 

that their schooling is regular and consistent. There 

are many village schools in India; however, if a 

student lives at home they are likely in school 

more randomly as they may be needed for work in 

the field or to care for a younger sibling. By living 

in the boarding home their attendance at school is 

ensured. Now, with COVID, that has all changed, 

but this is the major benefit of the way the program 

is intended to work. 

 

What is likely outcome to those children if they 

do not attend? With the inconsistent attendance of 

non-boarding home living, they may never finish 

school. They will likely become day laborers like 

their parents and grandparents. We don’t have any 

grand illusions that every student in this program 

will become a world leader, and yet every girl that 

learns how to read and learns that she has value 

will make sure her own children have even more 

benefits than she has had.  

 

What are the possibilities for them post-

graduation? Many students go on to some post 

high school courses in a trade or hospitality or 

medical care or for teaching. There are many 

success stories. 

 

Some examples of graduates who have 

succeeded as a result of starting at this school? 

As I mentioned, LPGM did not start this 

school/boarding homes. They are long-tested 

before LPGM was even an organization. We have 

partnered with them through a Danish missionary 

connection about 25 years ago.  I guess I just want 

to know what the realities of life for these students 

might be, and what more may be needed, if 

anything, to give the students a better chance to 

succeed in life and what being successful means in 

that society. It is probable we are not able to give 



the students everything they need, and yet from my 

visits to India I have learned that what we do give 

them is hope. Hope for a better life than 

generations before them, not unlike we wish for 

our own families.  

 

 
Bethany Church Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 16, 2020 
3:30 p.m. 

 
I. The November 16, 2020 Council meeting 
was conducted virtually. The meeting was 
called to order. Sheila Rae Maki, Christopher 
Vogl, Jane Sundin, Marty Christensen 
and Pastor Lisa Buchanan were in attendance. 
Pastor Lisa led the group in an opening 
prayer. 
II. Minutes from the October meeting were 
approved. 
III. Old Business 
a. The Council reviewed the COVID-19 
Preparedness Plan for Indoor Worship. 
After discussion all agreed that we are 
complying with the Plan and Bethany will 
continue with indoor-in person worship. The 
Council will reevaluate should State guidelines 
change. 
b. The Council unanimously agreed to switch 
our church calendar to January through 
December from its present July through June. 
This change will be more in line with the norm 
for church budgets. The summer change in 
calendars was adopted a number of years ago 
at the request members that went south for 
the winter and were not able to attend a 
January annual meeting. This proposed 
change can only be done by a congregational 
vote at the August 2021 annual meeting. 
Should it pass; the new calendar would begin 
in January 2022. 
 
IV. New Business 
a. Honorarium for pianists/vocalists. The 
Council made a decision to pay all pianists and 
vocalists $50 per Sunday. The funds will come 
from the choir fund for now. This action was 
made on a motion from Sheila Rae, a second 
by Jane and was unanimous. 
b. New policy for baptisms, funerals and 
weddings. Baptisms should be limited to 
immediate family members for the next few 
months and having the baptism ceremony at a 

time other than during the Sunday service is 
preferred. Weddings and funerals have a limit 
of 50 people after November 27 th and 25 
people after December 11 th . 
c. Snow plowing. Marty made a motion and 
Sheila Rae seconded to accept the 
contract/bid from RK Construction for snow 
plowing this season. The rate is $95/hour for 
every snowfall over 3 inches. Salt/sand is 
$55/yard if we request it. Logan Schumacher 
has agreed to shovel sidewalks at $20 per 
time. 
d. The Council accepted a gift of a picnic table 
from Pat Tarbell on a motion by Lisa and a 
second by Chris. 
e. Thanksgiving Eve Prayer Service will be via 
Zoom on Wednesday night, Nov. 25 th at 7:00 
p.m.. Without a specific offering this year the 
Council agreed to send the Deer River Food 
Shelf a donation of $200. 
f. The Council started making plans for an 
outside Christmas Eve service. It will be 
held a 5:00pm in the front of the church. A 
speaker system will allow people to stay in 
their cars if the weather is bad. 
g. Finances were reviewed. 
V. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
December 7 th at 3:30 pm. 
 
VI. The meeting was adjourned after a closing 
prayer. 
 
Marty Christensen 
Secretary 
 



 

 

 
    

 
  

January Birthday Wishes! 
 

 3- Myla Anttila   
 5- Janet Christensen   
11- Jenna Lyytinen  
16- Bob Olson 
      Aaliyah Jensen  
19- Matt Grife 

20-Ray Sunell  
21- Emily Amy 

                      Anneka Harris 
                     Janice Ophoven   

23- Paula Shaw  
25- Andy Shaw  

   
 

 
 

ANNIVERSARY WISHES 
 

 
18 - Ross & Renee Amy 
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