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Dear Bethany Members and Friends, 
 
The start of another Church year begins on 
Sunday, December 1 with Advent.  Advent 
(from Latin, adventus, or “coming”) is a 
season of anticipating Jesus’ birth on 
Christmas day.  The church uses the color 
blue to mark Advent, so encourage the 
young people in your life to spot as much 
blue on the altar as they can.  At the start 
of each service, we will be lighting one 
candle on the Advent wreath for each week 
of Advent.  The Advent wreath was a visible 
way for the Church to keep track of time 
(and the calendar), especially for kids and 
those who could not read.   
  
Lighting candles has this wonderful 
symbolism of bringing light and hope to 
the darkness and uncertainty we 
experience in life, especially as the 
darkness is physically expressed in shorter 
and shorter days.  We believe that Jesus is 
this light and that his life, death and 
resurrection give us a “way” to be an 
optimal human in this life despite many 
occasions for fear, violence or apathy.   
  
I am so grateful we have our wonderful 
church building in which to gather, light 
candles and worship during the darker, 
colder days.  I appreciate that this 
congregation does not mistake our 
physical building for the meat and 
potatoes of Christian community which can  

 
 
only happen when people are gathered in 
Jesus’ name.  We intentionally open our 
doors to others for weddings, funerals and 
community group meetings because we 
know a building is just a thing to be 
properly managed.  We could worship 
anywhere, we just happen to have a pretty 
great space for worship in my very not-so-
humble opinion.   
  
You’ll notice a note from our Council 
President Phil Thompson in this newsletter 
talking about where our mortgage 
stands.  Exciting stuff.  Also, with regard to 
our building, we are in the process of 
switching our insurance and our building 
was appraised at $1.78 million for 
coverage.  
  
As I consider the changing seasons, noting 
the instances of light that help direct and 
sustain us, I am grateful for all of you.  I am 
grateful for this safe, warm building we call 
“Bethany” after the town in Judea where 
Jesus would gather with his friends.  I hope 
you find encouraging instances of Christ’s 
light shining in your life this Advent and 
that you have reason to give thanks and be 
merry this Christmas. 
  
Peace and joy to you and yours, 
 
Pastor Lisa   
      

 

 
 



Holiday Dates 
 

Dec. 6         Lights of Love at Essentia DR 4pm 

 

Dec. 8         Grand Rapids Area Male Chorus 

 St. Andrew’s Church- GR  4 pm 

 

Dec. 18       Holiday BREATHER, with potluck 

starting at 5:30pm 

 

Dec. 24       Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 

4pm 

 

Dec. 31       “A Magical New Year” Party 4-7pm 

 

 
Gingerbread Toys for Tots 

 
You will notice a table in the narthex in 
December that hosts two very excellent 
Christmas giving opportunities.  The first is 
ELCA Good Gifts.  The idea is that you give 
gifts to highly needy people in honor of 
someone as a Christmas gift…or a stocking 
stuffer.  It helps to take the “me, me, me!” out 
of Christmas morning when we intentionally 
remember others.  The table offers ornaments 
you can take to put in a stocking or in an 
envelope to let someone know a gift was 
made in their honor.  Its super easy to go to 
goodgifts.elca.org to give the gift of education 
or an entire cow to a family!  If the computer 
is not your favorite friend, Pastor Lisa would 
be MORE THAN happy to help you fill out the 
form online in her office. 
 
The Second Harvest Itasca Holiday Program is 
in its 24th year of providing special holiday 
food boxes and gifts for children of families 
and individuals in need.  The gingerbread 
people you see hanging from the tree 
represent an age category and gender of a 
child.  Simply take one or many of these 
ginger people, buy an appropriate, non-
violent gift and bring the gift(s) and tag(s) 
back to Bethany to put in our big collection 
box unwrapped. PLEASE HAVE YOUR GIFTS 
TO BETHANY BY DEC. 11th so that they can be 
distributed to families before Christmas.  
Gifts are especially needed for children ages 
9-12.  Thank you for your generosity during 

this season of celebrating God-with-us! 
 

 

 

Pastor Lisa Away 
Pastor Lisa will be visiting her family in 
Pennsylvania with Alex from Tuesday, 
November 26 – Tuesday, December 3 for 
Thanksgiving.  Should a pastoral emergency 
arise while she is away, please contact Pastor 
Ben Buchanan at 218-390-5473.  Thank you to 
Pastor Ryan Aarestad for leading service, 
preaching and providing communion on 
Sunday, December 1st.  Pastor Ryan is retired on 
Lake Emily. 

 
Quilting and Caring 

Bethany Quilters have been making bags for the 
Cancer Care Project at Essentia Health Deer 
River.  This project is being done by the Deer 
River Hospital Volunteers and the Deer River 
Health Care Foundation.  Patients that come in 
cancer treatments are given a bag with items to 
help them go through their cancer treatments.   
Bethany Quilters also received a donation of 
$250.00 to spend on fabric and other things 
needed to make the bags.  This came from 
Thrivent Action Teams for community events. 
 

 
 

Dinner and Dance to Benefit GRACE House 
Thursday, December 5th at Timberlake Lodge – 
5:00 to 10:00pm 
Early Bird Tickets on sale November 1 – 27:  
Dinner/Dance $50 
Tickets purchased after November 27:  $55 
An evening of dining, dancing, and auctions awaits 
at the 14th annual GRACE House fundraiser event.  
You’ll enjoy a Prime Rib Buffet and Dinner & 
Dancing music featuring the Northern Lights Trio.  
There will be an opportunity to bid on a wide 
array of silent auction basket and live auction 
items.  Bring your spouse, a friend or neighbor 
and enjoy a fun evening!!  Tickets go on sale 
November 1 at GRACE House and Timberlake 
Lodge.  Please call Kay Klingman at 328-6442 or 
call the GRACE House office at 326-2790 for more 
information or questions. 



 

 
 
 
Christmas Program  
Sunday, December 8th.  Enjoy several holiday 
selections from the Choir and Bell Choir, while 
also joining in with Christmas hymns and 
hearing the “Tale of St. Nicholas”. 
 
Holiday BREATHER  
Join your friends at Bethany on Wednesday, 

December 18th to celebrate the holidays through an 

all-age BREATHER.  Potluck begins at 5:30pm. 

Please bring a dish to share. Holiday crafts, lefse-

making, cookie decorating and Christmas karaoke 

to follow.  Join the fun! 

 
 

New Sunday School Room! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A Magical New Year” Decorating Help 
Needed 

The planning team of Sheila Rae Maki, Janet 
Christensen, Tanya Hebrink, Jeannine Jensen 
and Pastor Lisa are looking for some people 
who would be willing to help prep decorations 
for the NYE party and also help set up 
Tuesday morning, December 31st.  Please let 
Janet Christensen know if you are able to help 
at janet.christensen@icloud.com   
 

 

 

 

 

 



GOOD NEWS:  Bethany’s remaining mortgage 

dollar amount is $18,000 with monthly payments 

of $1,100 principle and interest, resulting in 16 

months remaining for the mortgage to be paid in 

full.  We have been able to achieve this position 

with significant transactions which helped to 

substantially reduce the mortgage. 

Here’s the actions:  The parsonage was sold when 

Pastor Lisa joined Bethany.  Pastor Lisa and her 

husband, Ben, owned their home which allowed 

the sale of the parsonage with the majority of the 

proceeds applied to Bethany’s mortgage.   

Land donated to Bethany was sold in the amount 

of $15,000 with the proceeds applied to the 

mortgage. 

The Edward Jones account was closed as discussed 

in the August Annual Meeting.  The closing of this 

account allowed us to apply $24,820.69 to the 

mortgage.   

All of the transactions have been applied to 

principle which also substantially reduced interest 

owed.  It is wonderful news to think that Bethany’s 

mortgage will be paid in full in 16 months.  Who 

knows, it may be even earlier than that! 

Phil Thompson, Council President 
 

 
Halloween Fun at Maple Woods 
Wednesday Night Live students and younger 
friends were invited to trick or treat (emphasis 
on treat) at Maple Wood Assisted Living 
Facility across the road from Bethany.  
Participants dressed up to the delight of the 
residents.  The residents didn’t quite know 
what to do with a 7-foot dinosaur!  Maple 
Woods kindly provided cupcakes, cookies and 
other refreshments.  A good time was had by 
all. 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

Hope Osse was Baptized on 11/24/19 

 

  

  
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send your Bethany news to: 

Jenna Lyytinen  

maki.lyyt@gmail.com 

218-410-1957 

Sunday Service Schedule  
Date  Greeters/ Ushers  Reader  Fellowship Communion 

12/01/19 Andy & Paula Shaw Doug 
Kutschat 

Ron Drake 
Beth & Phil Thompson 

Dianne Sundquist 

12/08/19 Craig & Lael Storlie Barb Tornes Jeannine & Steve 
Jensen, Darin & Cindy 
Shevich 

 

12/15/19 Chad & Margie 
Schumacher 

Kyle Lyytinen Sheila & Tim Maki 
Jenna & Kyle Lyytinen 

Margie 
Schumacher 

12/22/19 Ron Drake Nancy Hulbert Liz & Chuck Elton 
Harriet Elton 

 
 

12/29/19 Ron & Shirley Olesen Ann Hedquist Diane Nelson 
Diane Cook 

Diane Cook 

   Volunteers appreciated! If you would like to take a turn serving coffee for fellowship, 
greeting, ushering, reading or assisting with communion, please let Jean Mattila know so 

you can be added to the list 
 

December Birthday Wishes! 
  1 - Lillian Schumacher 

  2 - Jeff Carter  

  8 - Opal Wong  

10 - Sandra Wick 

11 – Liz Sprague  

15 – Marcia McDermond  

16 - Beth Anderson  

19 - Ross Amy  

23 - Myron Hahn   

28 - Mary Jo Swanson 

31 – Sharon Serfling

 

Anniversary Wishes 

26 - Ron & Shirley Olesen  

       Jerry Kaczor & Jody Anderson  

31 - Jim & Linda Peterson 

 



 

_________________________ 

  

         

Bethany Lutheran Church   

Box 218 

Deer River, MN  56636-0218 
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