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Great apologies for the lateness of this newsletter.  

The truth is…I totally forgot to write my articles!  

The nuance is…my kids had a COVID exposure at 

preschool and so they can’t go back to preschool 

until the 11th, leaving Ben and I to balance a bit 

more in life.  The kids are doing just fine and 

loving the time at home.  Such changes seem to be 

what nearly everyone is dealing with these days.   

As I type on November 4th, the country is waiting 

for election results to determine our president.  

Such extensive mail-in ballots are definitely a 

change.  This waiting is a change.  Although, I bet 

many, many years ago, people had to hear about 

their elected leader via telegram or newspaper.  

We’re just not so suited for waiting these days. 

Waiting can totally be reframed as “being in the 

moment” if we just take the anxiety out of it.  

Easier said than done right!? 

I’m more concerned about what such a divided 

country says about how we will relate to each other 

in the future.  Richard Rohr has a great quote that 

suggests we can LEARN how to respect our 

differences while still being “one”…particularly as 

a congregation or as a recognized global humanity.  

He writes: 

“To be one, we don’t need one party, one program, 

one set of policies.  What could be duller, more 

stagnant, more destructive of the soulfulness it 

takes to create and preserve the best of the human 

enterprise than such a narrow-minded view of 

planetary life?  What we need is one heart for the 

world at large, a single-minded commitment to this 

‘more perfect union’ and one national soul, large 

enough to listen to one another for the sake of the  

 

 

planet – for the sake of us all.” (Richard Rohr’s 

Daily Meditations, Public Virtue, Nov. 4, 2020). 

As our GOSPELS Bible Study concludes their 

work this evening, a main impression that I get 

from rereading the gospels is that Jesus is about 

healing people – body, mind and spirit.  The 

greatest healing seems to be recognizing and 

entering the kingdom of God where there is no 

clinging to our nationality or race or gender to 

make us better than someone else.  In fact, Jesus 

points out “the last will be first and the first will be 

last” (Matt. 20:16).  How cryptic and yet 

intriguing.  Perhaps remembering that our ultimate 

leader is Trinitarian may give us some perspective 

for how we engage in civic life in the here and 

now.   

With all of the changes and waiting, I hope that 

you can remember and know the constant presence 

of God’s love and grace.   

Yours in the waiting, 

Pastor Lisa 

 
  

Homelessness Awareness Month 

November is National Hunger and Homelessness 

Awareness Month.  If you would like to make a 

special gift to local organizations that work to 

address hunger and homelessness, please consider 

giving to: 

 

Deer River Food Shelf, 246-2500,  

PO Box 2, Deer River, 56636 

 

GRACE House, 326-2790 

501 SW 1st Avenue, Grand Rapids, 55744 

 

Second Harvest Food Bank, 326– 4420 

PO Box 5130, Grand Rapids, 55744 

 

 



Young Adults in Global Missions Opportunity  

 

Applications for the ELCA’s Young Adults in 

Global Mission (YAGM) program are now being 

accepted.  YAGM volunteers will begin in August 

2021 and will be placed in one of the country 

programs. As YAGM continues to monitor the 

COVID-19 situation and we communicate with our 

global companions, please know that the list of 

country programs for the 2021-2022 service year 

may change. 

Through YAGM, young adults will learn what it 

means to serve in a spirit of accompaniment as 

they walk alongside global church companions. 

They’ll become immersed in a new community 

and form deep relationships. And they’ll confront 

issues of wealth and poverty, racial privilege, 

gender privilege, economic disparity and 

globalization, all through the lens of faith. Learn 

more at ELCA.org/YAGM. 

Young adults will find relevant opportunities for 

professional experience, including: 

• Health and human rights: health care, HIV 

and AIDS, homelessness, immigration and 

refugees 

• Education: fine arts, youth education, 

childhood education, working with people living 

with disabilities 

• Environmental justice: agriculture and 

farming, development, environment 

• Professional support: office work, 

communication, technology, finance 

• Congregational ministry: children’s 

ministry, Christian education, youth ministry, 

congregational ministry, camp ministry 

 

Around the world, host families, churches, 

workplaces and communities are ready to welcome 

YAGM volunteers. The deadline to apply is Jan. 

15, 2021. 

 

Upcoming Holiday Plans 

 

Council meets on Monday, Nov. 16th to assess how 

our county is doing in terms of COVID numbers 

and how that affects the safety of meeting together.  

There is a possibility of having a Thanksgiving 

Eve Prayer service on Wednesday, Nov. 25th and 

then an outdoor Christmas Eve service on 

Thursday, December 24th complete with ice 

candles, snow sculptures, bonfires and the actual 

singing of Christmas carols.  Again, this is still in 

the planning stages, but we are hoping to figure out 

ways to keep the favorite parts of the holidays 

while also keeping people safe.  Plus, it would be 

wonderful for our congregation to work together to 

turn the outside of Bethany into a Winter 

Wonderland.  I know we have many artists in our 

midst!  Stay tuned. 

 
 

Bethany Church Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 8, 2020 3:30pm 

 

 
I. The meeting was called to order. Sheila 

Rae Maki, Jane Sundin, Christopher 

Vogl, Marty Christensen and Pastor 

Lisa Buchanan were in attendance. 

Pastor Lisa led the group in an opening 

prayer. 

 

II. New Council members Christopher 

Vogl and Marty Christensesn were 

welcomed and given folders with 

relevant church documents. New 

officers were elected with Sheila Rae 

accepting the President position, Jane 

remaining as Vice-President and Marty 

accepting the Secretary position. 

 

III. Old Business 

a. Roof repair update – Based on 

Congregational approval at the 

annual meeting, the Council 

initiated a contract with Miller 

Roofing with a $1000 deposit to 

secure a bid of $39,380 and a May 

2021 start date. The contractor 

estimated it would take 3-4 days to 

complete the project next spring. 

The Council also decided to have 

the contractor replace the existing 

gutters and downspouts for a cost of 

$4980. Bethany’s existing gutters 

are residential size and too small for 

the size of the roof. The upgrade 

will increase the size to commercial 

and better improve drainage around 

the church. 

b. PPP paperwork submitted – Lisa 

updated the Council on the 

Paycheck Protection Program. 

Documentation was submitted to 

forgive the payroll loan Bethany 



c. had as part of the corona virus 

stimulus program. 

d. Burn pile – Just a note that the pile 

of brush behind the storage shed has 

been covered and will be burned at 

a later date. 

 

IV. New Business 

a. Memorial trees – The Council 

accepted two memorial trees in 

memory of Steve Connelly (Pat 

Tarbell’s son-in-law). They also 

discussed adding more trees should 

future memorials are donated. 

b. Swing set – A used swing set has 

been offered to Bethany. The 

Council was receptive to adding 

equipment for youth activities and 

will have further discussion in the 

future about this idea but the 

consensus was to start with new 

equipment. 

c. Worship Plan for Fall – The 

Council decided curtail outside 

worship and move to virtual 

services starting on September 12th. 

They will revisit the options again 

at the October 12th council meeting. 

d. Spark House Youth Curriculum – 

Pastor Lisa is working with Lael 

Storlie about pursuing this program 

twice per month when youth 

programs resume. 

e. Lawn care – The Council 

recognized Jordan Osse and Phill 

Hermel for their volunteering to 

care for Bethany’s lawn all summer. 

Gift cards were approved as a 

thank-you. 

  

V. The next meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, October 12th. 

 

VI. The meeting was adjourned after a 

closing prayer.  

 

 

 

Marty Christensen 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Anniversary Wishes 
5 Bob & Nancy Olson 

   

November Birthday Wishes! 

 
  1 Marty Christensen  

     Carol Church  

  2 Mary Grife 

     Kyle Lyytinen 

  6 Tori Anttila   

  7 Jody Anderson  

10 Charlotte Bieganski  

11 Shannon Anttila  

13 Terri Smith  

17 Shirley Olesen 

18 Ben Storlie  

19 Rhett Mundt   

21 Stacy Olson   

24 Roy Maki  

27 Bruce Korpi 

28 Carol Bean  

 

 



_________________________ 
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