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COVID-19 Indoor Worship Preparedness Plan 
for Bethany Lutheran Church, Deer River, MN 

Effective beginning on Sunday, October 25, 2020 
 

Most importantly: if you are feeling sick, stay home.  If you have been exposed to someone 

who is sick, please stay home. 

Masks must be worn at all times while indoors. 

Stay 6 feet away from others and sit with your family group as available 

Greeters will welcome people verbally behind a table in the narthex 

Hand sanitizer will be provided in the narthex 

Air circulation system running constantly during worship, with possible addition of fans 

Outside doors propped open if it’s a nice day 

Each bathroom will be single use (one person at a time) 

No fellowship, singing, communion, shaking hands for sharing the peace, passing the offering 

plate 

Nods during the passing of the peace 

Offering plate positioned as entering sanctuary 

Special music can be offered in socially distanced groups of 1-4, standing apart from the 

congregation. 

Pastor will be unmasked while on the altar. 

Council expects the congregation to be self-policing.  No one wants to be “the reason” why we 

had to terminate in-person worship.   

If you or someone in your household has contracted COVID-19, please do not return to in-

person worship until you have had both: a negative test AND the required 14 days of 

quarantine.  

Those who prefer to stay at home can access the service live via Zoom.  An invitation link will be 

emailed to the congregational newsletter list the Wednesday before.  Please do not share the 

link publicly on a social media site in order to prevent anyone “crashing” the service.  

Unfortunately, that has happened at other churches. 

Love the neighbor as oneself – let us look out for one another and for our life together in 

community as we all navigate this uncertain time together. 

 


