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Dear Bethany Members and Friends, 
 
Summertime.  Wow.  Talk about God showing off 
in creation.  I hope you have had time to enjoy a 
sunrise or sunset, opening yourself to God’s Spirit 
and all the connection, grace and delight such 
times can bring. 
 
I could talk about spring for pages, but instead 
wanted to plant a spring seed for what we are 
hoping to have grow in the fall.  I know I like to 
have some time to consider new things AND I 
would very much like your feedback on the 
following fall items. 
 
First off, it’s our centennial year!  In the crazy of 
COVID, I totally spaced the very real and 
important fact that Bethany was incorporated and 
organized on October 1, 1921.  You can read more 
of our history on our website at: 
https://www.bethanydr.com/bethany-s-history.  
So, for this fall, council is working on ideas to 
really celebrate Bethany with the whole 
community. 
 
Secondly, in terms of programming, we want to 
try a “prayground” in the sanctuary during Sunday 
worship services where young children would be 
allowed to color, do puzzles, move around and be 
kids.  Naturally, this might be a bit of a change to 
the volume of a Sunday service, so we are also 
talking about having 9am-9:20am be a time of 
silent reflection in the sanctuary – an opportunity 

for those who find strength in communing with 
God in stillness and silence.   
 
We will also be teaming up with Camp Hiawatha 
staff to offer youth programming (6th-12th grade) 
on Wednesday evenings and continuing with a 
great curriculum that delves into the Old 
Testament and makes it applicable to the lives of 
teens.   
 
There is also talk of having gatherings at homes 
where members could get to know each other 
better and also talk about faith/life issues by 
pulling questions from bowl. 
 
As far as Bible Study goes, I have not had too 
many people knocking down my door for an 
opportunity.  What had good reviews was the 
Gospel Bible Study last winter over Zoom 
combined with Zion Lutheran Church.  Ben and I 
are very open to organizing something like that 
again during the very cold part of January where 
we don’t want to be outside too often.  If you 
have ideas for a Bible Study, please let me know! 
And finally, for our annual meeting in August, 
there will be a recommendation to move our fiscal 
church year from July 1 – June 30 to Jan. 1 – Dec. 
31.  This change would GREATLY help us align with 
synod budgeting, taxes and other programmatic 
opportunities.  The fiscal year currently begins and 
ends in the summer to accommodate those who 
travel south for the winter.  You are important to 
the decision-making of this congregation.  But 
then, COVID came and we realized nearly all of 
you can Zoom!  So, should council’s 
recommendation to move our fiscal year pass, 
those who are unable to attend in person will be 

https://www.bethanydr.com/bethany-s-history


able to Zoom in AND vote over Zoom.  And, if 
passed, we would need to have another annual 
meeting in January 2022 to get us on the new 
schedule. 
 
Thank you for considering these fall plans.  For 
now though, enjoy and relish this summer.  I will 
look forward to seeing you in worship on Sundays 
and having the opportunity to visit with you 
afterwards during our outdoor fellowship (see 
more below). 
 
Best and blessings, 
 
Pastor Lisa 
 
 
Card for Doug 

Two weeks ago, Doug Kutschat experienced a very 

serious fall causing a traumatic brain injury.  He 

will be at Miller-Dwan in Duluth for 21 days for 

physical, occupational and speech therapy.  Since 

the current visitor policy is only allowing one 

visitor per day, his daughter Anne suggested 

people send cards to help boost his spirits during 

this time.  Doug can receive cards at: 

Essentia Health – Duluth 

Miller-Dwan Rehabilitation Services 

502 East 2nd Street 

Room 206-2 

Duluth, MN 55805 

 

Got ‘Er Done on Work Day 

On Tuesday, May 4th, Phil & Beth Thompson, 

Robbie Osse, John Tornes, Marty Christensen, 

Larry Nixon, Bob Baker and Amy Carter gathered 

at Bethany to do some spring sprucing up and deep 

cleaning.  Some of the completed jobs were: 

sidewalk cement mended, garage cleaned and 

organized, bushes/trees trimmed, bathroom vents 

cleaned, gravel raked from grass, general dusting 

and de-cobwebbing in high places.  Thank you to 

everyone who lent a hand. 

 

Roof Repair for End of June 

Miller Roofing contacted us and said that the 

shingle supplier will start making our shingles on 

June 14th, so our roof project is projected to begin 

the last week of June or the first week in July at the 

latest.  Luckily, our roof is holding strong at this 

point and we have not noticed any leaks or issues 

to be concerned with this delay.  

Summer Worship at a Glance 
 

• A yoga class for beginners or those with a 
People may choose to wear a mask or not 

wear a mask in the church building – of 

course, we will respect each person’s 

decision 

• Chairs have been moved back together in 

pre-COVID style, but you are still welcome 

to distance as you feel comfortable 

• We will pass the offering plate during 

service 

• Passing the peace will be at the discretion 

of each person.  If you would prefer not to 

shake hands with anymore, please lift your 

hand to wave.  Of course, this may be 

awkward for a bit, but let’s name it and 

acknowledge that everyone is at a different 

comfort level and not attach any labels or 

meanings to a person’s choice to shake 

hands or not shake hands – “Mr. Jones did 

not shake my hand! He’s the worst! Or 

maybe he thinks I’m the worst!”  might be 

an example of jumping too quickly to 

incorrect conclusions. 

• Communion will return to the rail on the 

first and third Sunday of the month.   

• Fellowship will begin on Sunday, June 6th 

following service.  In alignment with our 

earlier plans, it will be held outside 

underneath the portico.  Seats will be 

available for those with any mobility 

issues, but we encourage people to stand 

and move around as a way to visit with 

different people instead of getting “stuck” 

at one table.  Balls and frisbees will be 

made available for kids (or adults!) to play 

together in the grass. I’ve heard many 

people say they want to get to know people 

better in the church, so here is your 

opportunity…just for the summer.  Don’t 

worry introverts, we will go back to tables 

indoors in the fall.  It’s all a give-and-take 

in the life of the church. Thank you to 

Diane Nelson who will once again be 

coordinating volunteers for worship and 

fellowship starting in June. 

• We will continue to offer Zoom options 

for worship until all ages are able to 

receive vaccinations and worship together 

safely, or until interest in the Zoom format 

dwindles.   



 
 

Shaw Scholarship 
The Paul M. Shaw and Beverly L. Shaw 

Scholarship Program was established through a gift 

from Paul M. Shaw to benefit students who are 

members of Bethany Lutheran Church, Deer River, 

Minnesota and are enrolled in post-secondary 

education of any kind. The scholarship program is 

administered by the Bethany Lutheran Church 

Scholarship Task Group under the authority of the 

Bethany Lutheran Church Council. Five percent of 

the total fund is designated for scholarships each 

year and will be divided equally between all who 

apply. Students who wish to apply to the 

scholarship program must complete an application 

and return it to Bethany Lutheran Church, 

postmarked no later than June 15, 2020.  The 

application is available from the church office or 

you can request an application from 

bethany@paulbunyan.net. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Yoga at Bethany 

The community is invited to join for gentle yoga 

and meditation on Wednesdays beginning at 

9am.  Please bring your own sticky mat. No cost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule  
Date  Greeters/ Ushers

  
Reader  Fellowship Communion 

06/06/21 Dianne Sundquist  Barb & Bob Baker 
 

 

06/13/21 Ray & Donna Sunell Andy Shaw Chris Vinson 
Liz & Chuck Elton 

 

06/20/21 Craig & Lael Storlie Roberta Palen Mary & Jeff Grife 
Margie & Chad 
Schumacher 

 

06/27/21 Don & Robbie Osse  Jody Anderson 
Barb & John Tornes 

 
 

07/04/21 Ron Drake  Jean Mattila 
Dianne Sundquist 

 

07/11/21 John & Barb Tornes Barb Tornes Liz Sprague 
Diane Nelson 

 

7/18/21 Larry & Shirley Nixon Larry Nixon Amy & Jeff Carter 
Sandy & Myron Hahn 

 

7/25/21 Marty & Janet 
Christensen 

Marty 
Christensen 

Paula & Andy Shaw 
Diane Cook 

 

   Volunteers appreciated! If you would like to take a turn serving coffee for fellowship, greeting, 

ushering, reading or assisting with communion, please let Diane Nelson know so you can be added to the list. 

Please also assist in finding a replacement if the appointed time slot does not work for you. Thank you! 

 



Approved Minutes 
Bethany Church Council Meeting 

Monday, April 12, 2021  
3:30 p.m. 

 
I. The meeting was called to order. Sheila Rae Maki, Jane Sundin, Christopher Vogl, Marty 

Christensen and Pastor Lisa Buchanan were in attendance. Pastor Lisa led the group in an opening 
prayer. 

 

II. Minutes from the March meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 

III. Old Business 
a. The Council reviewed the Easter Sunday service. Everyone agreed it was wonderful to have 

the Bells and Choir back; taking another step towards “normal”. The seating arrangement was 
adequate for the number of people in attendance. 

b. Some maintenance issues were addressed. The front doors have been adjusted to eliminate 
the air leak gap. The rodent issue is being taken care of. Patching the concrete sidewalk will 
be accomplished when weather permits. 

c. The new roof and gutters installation is on schedule to begin in early May. We were fortunate 
to lock in the price of materials last fall as they have increased significantly. Money for this 
project is in the budget and there is no need for a loan. 

d. The Council discussed the May 8th wedding. 
 

IV. New Business 
a. The Council decided that there was no need to consider the Paycheck Protection Program 

(PPP) this time. 
V. Financial Statement.  The Council reviewed the financial statement. The statement was 

unanimously approved. 
VI. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 17, 2021: at 3:30 pm. 
VII. The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s prayer.  

 
 

Marty Christensen 
Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



June Birthday Wishes! 

 
  

 1 - Chad Schumacher 

 7 – Sylvie Hermel 

12-  Lloyd Westermann 

14-  Noah Kaczor 

16 – Scarlett & Alexander Buchanan 

17 - Ron Olesen 

       Barb Tornes 

       John Tornes 

       Blake Swanson 

18 - Arline Howe 

19 - Wanda Parks 

20 - Ann Hedquist 

21 - John Smith 

22 - Vicki Taylor 

23 - Tiffany Jerry 

       Anna Hebrink 

29 - Ella Amy 

       Theodore Jerry  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Anniversary Wishes 
 

1 – Bill & Daisy Mundt 

7 – Phil & Beth Thompson 

13 – Chris & Stacy Olson 

15 – Roy & Sandy Maki 

17 – Tom & RaeAnne Lattimore 

18 – Travis & Amanda Jones 

21 -  Chad & Margie Schumacher 

27 -  Kristi & Blake Herme 

28 – Don & Robbie Osse 

29 –Phil &Emily 

Hermel 
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